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14 March 2025 

 

Gary Clueit’s statement in response to defamatory statements made against him by 

Michael Josem, the Jewish Chronicle and others. 

Summary: 

• Outside of the political arena I have never applied collective responsibility to anyone, let 

alone Jews. 

• I have always tried to distinguish Jews from Zionists from Israelis in my criticisms.  Not all 

Israelis are Zionists and most of the world’s Zionists are not Jewish. 

• I have never at any point had anything against Jews or Judaism. They have long been 
friends and allies of mine in the long struggle for human and civil rights. 

• I have never denied or minimised the holocaust. The true numbers are however often 
underreported which is of concern, in part because it also diminishes the true barbarity of 

the Nazis. All victims deserve proper recognition. 

• In the Middle East, my issue is with political Zionism and the treatment of Palestinians over 

the past 70+ years. And that would apply regardless of who the perpetrators were or are. 

• My anger and feeling of impotence at seeing in near real-time what has been happening in 

Gaza and elsewhere over the past 17 months has been palpable.  Perhaps some of my posts 

could have been better phrased, but I do not and cannot ever apologise for being adamantly 

against genocide, ethnic cleansing and other war crimes. 

• The weaponization of antisemitism by Michael Josem (‘Mr. Josem’) is to the very real 
detriment of Jews everywhere, many of whom do face hate and discrimination.  

• Much of what is contained in this statement was shared with all MHKs some time before 
the election. 

• There is no-one on our island that would do more to defend, protect and 
support our valued Jewish community from actual antisemitism, something I 

have never and will never tolerate. 

 

The vendetta 

I apologise in advance for the length of this statement that includes a long attachment.  The 

accusations against me are highly defamatory and require a comprehensive response. 

Since 8 October 2023 I have been continuously attacked and defamed because of my support of 

Palestinians and opposition to the ever-increasing war crimes witnessed in near real time, 

primarily in Gaza.  The two most virulent zealots over that period have been Mr Josem and Peter 

Marshall (‘Mr Marshall’). Mr Josem and Mr Marshall have declared themselves the arbiters of what 

one is allowed to say with respect to Israel and Palestine.  They have been cheered on by other 

individuals with an axe to grind. These two and their friends have determined that I am an 

antisemite and have then spent inordinate amounts of time finding “proof” for their assertion. This 

proof consists of out of context (often zero context) screenshots captured on Twitter/X since the 

events of October 7th that they claim portray me as a holocaust-denying (or minimising) 

antisemite. 

This campaign against my election has once again been actively pursued by Mr Josem, initially 

setting up John Boyle to take the consequences of clearly defamatory statements while Mr Josem 

sat back and enjoyed events unfold.  My election success has served to incense Mr Josem who has 

now become directly involved to include spreading his venom to the Jewish Chronicle. The Jewish 

Chronicle hit job orchestrated by Mr Josem is entitled “Politician who questioned how many Jews 

were killed in Holocaust gets seat on Isle of Man Parliament”.   The title alone is defamatory as 
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nowhere have I made any mention of Jewish deaths.  The headline appears to be a deliberate 

attempt to incite outrage knowing that many will not even read the article. 

Most of you will recall the campaign against me by Mr Josem during the 2023 Legislative Council 

election over a small donation I made to Ms. Faragher whose candidacy I supported in the 2021 

general election where Mr Josem lost that election to Ms. Faragher.  Once the election was over, the 

accusations stopped though Mr Josem’s bold statement declaring me unfit to serve the people of 

this island remains on his personal web page to this day, along with my photo. Mr Josem also now 

admits to making numerous complaints and reports against me to individual MHKs and to the 

constabulary since 7 October 2023.  Clearly, they were meritless and vexatious complaints that 

warranted no further action. 

In the immediate aftermath of October 7th, I posted that the fanatics on both sides were terrorists 

and were a hindrance to any form of peace.  That led to Mr Josem contacting the CEO of The 

Children’s Centre charity of which both my wife and I were trustees and demanding that they 

remove me because I had dared to refer to Israel as a terrorist State.  This was followed up by a 

phone call from the financial representative of the largest donor to The Children’s Centre (who 

happens to be Jewish) threatening to cut off all funds if I was not immediately removed as a 

trustee.  I was unwilling to place the charity’s funding (still reeling after the post-Covid fall in 

donations) at risk and both my wife and I resigned.  That anyone would threaten a children’s 

charity (where I was an unpaid volunteer) in such as way speaks to the tactics Mr Josem is happy to 

stoop to. 

My views on geopolitical affairs are a product of my background and have nothing to do with the 

Isle of Man or my ability to fully contribute and represent our island in any role or any place. The 

sole concern can be if I am indeed an antisemite who would disadvantage or otherwise discriminate 

against our Jewish community.  I agree that anyone who would discriminate against any island 

resident for any reason has no place in our parliament. 

The irony of the accusations against me is that there is no-one on our island that would do more to 

defend, protect and support our valued Jewish community from actual antisemitism, something I 

have never and will never tolerate. 

 

My background 

Those who knows me or who had listened to my interview with Phil Gawne on Manx Radio during 

the 2023 LegCo election know that I have been a supporter of human, indigenous (including Manx) 

and civil rights and active in anticolonial and anti-discrimination movements for almost 60 years. 

This started with opposition to apartheid in South Africa in the early 1970’s for which I and my 

family paid a heavy price.  That led to several attempts on my life and several sojourns in prison 

(though never charged or found guilty of any crime), eventually forcing me to flee the country on 

false papers.  I was accepted as a political refugee in Australia and given permanent residence.  The 

Australian Commonwealth police then provided additional protection when the South African 

security apparatus came after me while I was living in Sydney. When I applied for permanent 

residence (a green card) in the US in 1985, I disclosed that I was a member of the African National 

Congress (‘ANC’), a US proscribed terrorist organisation at that time. After the support and 

intervention of two Democratic and one Republican US senators, numerous security interviews and 

a revoked deportation order, I was eventually permitted to remain in the US where I resided for 

over 30 years.  The ANC was finally removed from the list of terrorist organisations in 2008, long 

after Nelson Mandela had been welcomed as a hero to the US and some 25 years after I had taken 

up residence. Despite all of this, I have been able to build several extremely successful business 

enterprises and have led a full and productive life whilst still maintaining my personal moral 

compass. 
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It is a part of my DNA that I hold all humans to be equal, regardless of race, colour, creed or 

religion. I realised this at the age of 6 after overhearing a conversation between adults and being 

extremely puzzled as to why they thought “we” were superior. This strong belief in fundamental 

equality has often led to conflict at school, at university and in life. I also spent formative years in 

Africa and travelled widely throughout the continent. That left an indelible mark on me, 

contributing to my opposition to racism, apartheid and colonialism. 

Every step of the way of my participation in organisations, movements and protests over the years 

has been alongside Jews who most often outnumbered the gentiles. They have always been my 

friends, comrades and fellow travellers on the path to justice. Many were closer brothers than my 

familial brothers and I celebrated their Judaism and rich culture along with them. 

See the following letter from holocaust survivors and descendants regarding the planned march in 

support of Palestine in London tomorrow: 

https://skwawkbox.org/2025/03/11/12-holocaust-survivors-descendants-condemn-gaza-protest-

ban/ 

 

The blatant selective quoting 

It is interesting that every single screenshot of my posts that Mr Josem and Mr Marshall cite is 

supposed to show me as someone who hates Jews and therefore an antisemite.  And yet, since 

these stalkers over the past 17 months (who somehow manage to capture things long after I have 

blocked them on social media), always miss anything that would in any way counter their 

accusations.  I have attached a partial catalogue of posts I have made on Twitter/X that explicitly 

seek to disassociate Jews from Zionism and are supportive of Jews themselves. I do not expect 

anyone to agree with all or any of my views, but they are honestly held and are of no threat to 

anyone. No political ideology however can be immune from robust criticism no matter how it 

presents itself to the world. 

The post leading to the claim that I am a holocaust denier or revisionist is likewise preposterous.  

The text was: “The evidence for the holocaust is overwhelming. I may question some of the 

numbers and I deeply mourn the lack of wide acknowledgement (or even knowledge) of all its 

other victims: Roma, gays & lesbians, those with physical & mental disabilities, Jehovah's 

Witnesses, Slavs and other groups that were not considered to be pure or human. It was a dark 

stain on humanity. As was the Nakba and what has been allowed to follow.” 

 

The first sentence explicitly acknowledges the holocaust rather than denying it.  My accuser’s 

immediate assumption is that I question the numbers of Jews killed.  On what basis?  Would a 

holocaust denier would ever write the first sentence of that post? In actuality, the most current 

estimates for Jewish deaths ranges from between 5.4 million and 6.8 million.  But what I was 

focused on in the post was the underreporting (or completely ignoring of) the numbers of non-Jews 

also exterminated. But nuance does not work on social media and especially when there are those 

explicitly seeking to discredit one.  The current estimate of the death toll from Nazi violence, 

including all groups, is estimated to be around 17 million 

(https://www.statista.com/chart/24024/number-of-victims-nazi-regime/). To my mind that 

provides a truer reflection of the barbarism of the Nazis without detracting from the fact that Jews 

happened to be the largest cohort. Even if the estimated numbers are off by more than half it would 

not diminish the horror of what occurred in any way whatsoever. 

What my detractors do not know is that I volunteered time as a multimedia technical advisor 

during the setting up of the stunning Holocaust Museum in Washington DC in 1992/3.  Would an 

antisemite or holocaust denier do that? 

The real crime of my post appears to be, at least according to Mr John Boyle, that I referenced non-

Jews as victims of the Holocaust.  



Page 4 of 23 

 

Mr Josem’s cited 9-points of antisemitism are a product of his delusional and biased outlook.  I 

have never conflated Jews or even Israelis with Zionists – simply because neither all Jews nor even 

all Israelis are Zionists.  I do conflate collective responsibility to those that adhere to a political 

ideology though. The fact Mr Josem conflates everything with “Jews” is itself antisemitic in that it 

seeks to assert that all Jews subscribe to his extreme Zionist outlook which they clearly don’t. 

Those attacking me never once condemn the current atrocities that have been taking place in Gaza, 

the West Bank, and East Jerusalem for the past 17 months or indeed the past 70+ years.  Atrocities 

the International Court of Justice (ICJ) has determined represent a plausible genocide and for 

which the International Criminal Court (ICC) has indicted and issued arrest warrants for war 

crimes against Israeli leaders. They seek to deflect from the real outrage occurring before our very 

eyes and instead attack those who would highlight those atrocities. My support for Palestinians and 

condemnation for what has been happening would be the same regardless of who the perpetrator 

was.  Genocide, ethnic cleansing and war crimes are not something to be tolerated if one considers 

themselves remotely civilised. 

We might not agree on everything or anything to do with the Middle East, as is true with any 

political issue.  Reasonable people can disagree without the name calling and smear campaigns that 

have now become the norm.  Take the following statement: 

When you recognise a state and that state is perceived to be in peril, then perhaps there is an 

imperative to provide that state with the wherewithal to adequately defend itself from invasion 

and occupation. And to take the fight deep into the enemy's own territory. 

Is this statement about Ukraine or Palestine?  If about Ukraine, it would be praised by many, 

possibly including Mr Josem.  If about Palestine, Mr Josem and his friends consider it antisemitic.  

And yet both Ukraine and Palestine are occupied, and their people being murdered by occupying 

armies. Why the double standard? The UN General Assembly as well as the Geneva Convention 

recognise the right of those under occupation to resist, including thought armed resistance. (see 

https://www.cjpme.org/fs_236/). Western politicians have long called for strikes deep into the 

heart of enemy territory in the Ukraine conflict. Again, why the double standard? 

 

The false claims of legal authority 

Both Mr Josem and Mr Boyle quote from the IHRA definition of antisemitism extensively, using it 

to justify their claim that I am an antisemite.  The IHRA definition has no basis in law in either the 

UK or the Isle of Man.  Kenneth Stern, the original drafter of the IHRA definition has repeatedly, 

including in testimony before the US Congress, criticised the way it is being used to weaponize 

antisemitism, that it has been hijacked by right-wing groups and is used to curtail speech. All 

things that it was explicitly not intended to do. 

Mr Josem also does not appear to understand that prefacing every accusation with “in my opinion” 

is not an absolute defence against defamation. 

 

The death and dearth of reason 

I was raised from a young age to question anything and everything and I do and will continue to do 

so.  I do not believe in sacred cows. Those who tolerate no questions or opinions contrary to their 

beliefs or worldview are either very insecure in their position, have something to hide or simply 

brainwashed. Both sides of the political spectrum are guilty of increasing intolerance of views that 

run counter to theirs.  McCarthyism was a dark stain on the US.  We should not allow that level of 

intolerance to take hold on our small island community. 
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Reputational damage to myself from these types of allegations extends far beyond my election to 

the Legislative Council. Having been through this previously I also understand how repeated 

accusations of this type that initially seem to have little or limited traction can quickly escalate to 

physical violence. Which is why I can not and will not simply turn a blind eye to those who pursue 

this type of vendetta. Those who instigate and inflame will suffer the consequences. 

I fully expect my statement to have little impact on my detractor’s opinions of me and there is little 

point in continuing to engage further on this matter.  I fully anticipate Mr Josem spending an 

entire weekend producing a point-by-point rebuttal to every item in this statement, but I will not 

be making additional statements or going down the “could you clarify this specific post” rabbit 

hole.  I have explained my perspective.  I may be many things, but antisemite is not one of them. 

And that is fundamentally what is important here. 

I have been elected to a challenging role at a challenging moment in time for our island and I have 

committed to representing, to the best of my ability, the interests of all of the people here. All I ask 

is that I be permitted to focus on the job I am now expected to do.  I would also posit that all 

parliaments need more members willing to stand by their principles and conviction in the face of 

adversaries representing powerful interests no matter the consequences. 

 

Gura mie ayd, 

Gary Clueit 
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The referenced tweet in Mr Josem’s email to The Children’s Centre on 11 October 

2023. 
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Mr Josem’s Facebook post immediately after the list of candidates had been released 

that launched John Boyle on his crusade: 

 

Mr Josem was one of the 3 who liked the post that I am currently under investigation by MHKs. 
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A selection of posts I have made over the past 16 months where I consistently 

differentiate between Jews/Judaism and Zionists/Zionism.  No-one who is 

antisemitic makes this distinction. 
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